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FORE WORD 

The basic objective of education is to light the 
lamp of knowledge in the minds of pupils. Such a 
knowledge is to help them become better persons. 
The aim of moral education is to make the impres- 
sionable minds of children responsive to adorn 
their character with superior values and virtuous 
traits like, goodwill for others, selfless service, 
kindness, sympathy, tolerance ,tenderness of 
heart, spirit of sacrifice and love of God and to 
defend their minds against the influence of base 
and inferior feelings like, falsehood, greediness, 
pride, vanity, jealousy, anger, intolerance, cruelty 
and deceit, lest these should take root and debase 
their character 

The good work of human welfare started by 
Guru Nanak continued under his successors. In 
this book the students will know something about 
the lives of Guru Angad Dev, Guru Amar Dass , 
Guru Ram Dass and Guru Arjan Dev. Devotional 
service of high order and the sacrifice of the 
supreme quality find manifestation in the given 
stories. The contents of the book will provide the 
students with the glimpses of historical events as 
well as the noble deeds done by the Gurus for the 
cause of the people. 

AVTAR SINGH 



CONTENTS 



S.No. 


Lesson 


Paae 


1. 


Bhai Lehna Finds His Destination 


5 


2. 


Service And Devotion 


11 


3. 


The Lealous Tapa 


18 


4. 


Guru Angad And Hamayun 


22 


5. 


Guru Amar Dass, The Home 






Of The Homeless 


25 


6. 


Dattu And Guru Amar Dass 


31 


7. 


Emperor Akbar And The Langar 


35 


8. 


Guru Amar Dass Gets Tax Relief 






For The Pilgrims And The Peasants 39 


9. 


Bibi Bhani 


42 


10. 


Bhai Jatha Passes The Test 


46 


11. 


Bhai Bhagtu 


50 


12. 


Sweet Humility, 






The Supreme Virtue 


56 


13. 


Jealous Prithi Chand 


60 


14. 


Sri Arjan Dev Became The Guru 


69 


15. 


Rajani 


75 


16. 


Mata Ganga Gets The Boon 


81 


17. 


Cursed Death For Sulti Khan 


86 


18. 


Martyrdom Of Guru Arjan Dev 


92 



1. Bhai Lehna Finds His 
Destination 




Bhai Lehna, who later on became the Second 
Sikh Guru, was born on March 31, 1504 AD at 
Matte Di Saran (near Muktsar). He was still a child, 
when his father Pheru Mai shifted to the village 
Khadur. Pheru Mat ran a shop in the village. Play- 
ing in the lanes of village Khadur, Lehna, the child, 
grew up to be a young man. Pheru Mai was a 
devotee of goddess Durga. He often visited the 
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Jwalamukhi temple. It is a famous Durga temple. 
It is in Kangra District of Himachal Pradesh. Some- 
times, Lehna, as a boy, accompanied his father on 
his pilgrimage. Thus, very early in his life, Lehna 
became a devout follower of goddess Durga. 

After the death of his father, Lehna took up the 
trade of his father. He managed it very well. He 
was a pious man. He used to visit the Jwalamukhi 
temple of goddess Durga every year. He led the 
other pilgrims of the village to the temple. He tied 
bells to his hands and feet and danced before idol 
of the goddess. He had been following this prac- 
tice for a long time; still he felt something was 
wanting . His mind was restless. Bhai Lehna was 

in search of such a light as showed him the truth. 
The truth that could provide him peace and 

serenity. His mind was not at ease. 

One day early in the morning, he went to the 
village tank to take his bath. There he found Bhai 
Jodha reciting sacred hymns of Guru Nanak. He 
listened to those Shabads for a while. They 
sounded very sweet to his ears. They made a 
strange effect on his mind. He then said to Bhai 
Jodha, "You are reciting holy hymns. They provide 
me the spiritual food. I want to learn them. Will you 
kindly teach me these holy songs"? 

Bhai Jodha was a Sikh. He believed in one God. 
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He was always ready to help others. He cheerfully 
agreed to teach Bhai Lehna the sacred hymns of 
Guru Nanak. Bhai Jodha then told Bhai Lehna 
about Guru Nanak and his golden rules for life. He 
also told him that Guru Nanak uttered the word of 
God as it came to him from God Himself. And that 
he wag leading the life of a farmer at Kartarpur. 

The meeting with Bhai Jodha kindled a desire 
in Bhai Lehna's heart to see Guru Nanak. He 
wanted to know more about Guru Nanak and his 
teachings. 

The time for annual visit to Jwalamukhi temple 

arrived. As usual, Bhai Lehna became the leader 

of the Durga worshippers. They made arrange- 
ments. It was decided that they would travel to 

Jwalamukhi temple via Kartarpur. Bhai Lehna had 

the desire to have the Darshan of Guru Nanak. 

Bhai Lehna was on the horse back. He was 
leading the other devotees. They covered some 
distance during the day time and then halted for 
the night at one or the other village on the way. By 
and by, the devotees reached Kartarpur singing 
songs in praise of goddess Durga. 

While other devotees stayed for rest, Bhai 
Lehna rode on to see Guru Nanak. He told his 
companions that they would proceed onwards the 
following day. 
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Bhai Lehna was on his way to the Guru's place. 
He met a very well built, healthy and tall oldman. 
In fact, he had met Guru Nanak; but he did not 
know it. He asked the old man about Guru Nanak's 
abode. Guru Nanak, instead of pointing towards 
the direction, humbly told him to follow him. Guru 
Nanak was guiding the way and Bhai Lehna, riding 
on the back of the horse, was coming behirfd him. 

Reaching the Guru's abode, Guru Nanak asked 
Bhai Lehna to tie his horse to a peg. He, himself 
entered his room and took his seat. Bhai Lehna 
tied his horse. He found another Sikh. He asked 
the Sikh about the Guru. He told him that the Guru 
had just returned and was in his room. 

Bhai Lehna entered the room. He found that the 
old man he had met on the way was Guru Nanak, 
himself. He was feeling sorry for his conduct, 
because he was on the horse back when the Guru 
was walking before him. Bhai Lehna felt as if he 
had shown disrespect to the Guru. 

Guru Nanak read his mind and said, "Don't feel 
shy of your conduct. You have not done any wrong 
to anyone. You have made no sin. Be seated 
comfortably" 

Bhai Lehna sat at Guru Nanak's feet. He found 
Guru Nanak an embodiment of love and sweet- 
ness. Soon, they began to talk like old intimates. 
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Bhai Lehna learnt about the Guru's ideals of truth, 
truthful life, honest earnings, charity, love of God 
and service to man. He also learnt about oneness 
of God, uselessness of false rituals and false 
beliefs. The magnetic personality of the Guru, 
coupled with his teachings, made Bhai Lehna his 
loyal disciple forever. Heforgotthe pilgrimage. His 
search for truth culminated at the door of Guru 
Nanak. His heart at last found the peace, he had 
been striving for. Lehna had found his destination. 

Guru Nanak asked Lehna his name. Bhai Lehna 
humbly told that he was Lehna. At this, Guru 
Nanak smiled and said, "True you are a creditor 
(one who gets money) and I am to pay to you. The 
creditors come riding on horses to realise their 
dues". 

Bhai Lehna was completely transformed. He 
became a Sikh. He decided to spend the rest of 
his life in the service of the Guru and his mission. 

Next day, his companions came to him. They 
asked him to lead them to the shrine of goddess 
Durga. But Bhai Lehna said, "You can proceed on 
if you so desire. I have reached my destination". 

After becoming a Sikh of Guru Nanak, at first 
Lehna became Bhai Lehna and then Baba Lehna 
and finally, Guru Angad. 
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2. Service and Devotion 




Bhai Lehna stayed at Kartarpur for a few days. 
Like other Sikhs, he. worked in the Guru's fields. 
He worked in the common kitchen. He joined the 
Sikh congregation. He 4 listened to the divine kirtan. 
He began to imbibe the true spirit of the religion. 
He decided to devote himself to the service of the 
Guru for good. For this purpose, he must get leave 
of his family and friends at Khadur. 
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So he came back to Khadur but he did not stay 
there for more than a few days. He made neces- 
sary arrangement for the family. He resolved to 
serve the Guru at Kartarpur. But before leaving for 
Kartarpur, he thought of the free kitchen being run 
by the Guru. Scores of people were fed there daily 
without the least distinction of caste, creed or faith. 
He wanted to give something to the common 
kitchen. So he decided to carry a heavy load of 
salt for the Guru's Langar. 

He carried as much load of salt as he could carry 
on his head. He set'outfor Kartarpur on foot. Fixing 
his mind on God, he continued covering miles after 
miles. He halted at one or two stages on the way 
and then reached Kartarpur. 

He placed the load of salt in the langar. Then he 
asked about the Guru. When he came to know that 
the Guru was working in the fields, he did not take 
rest, but rushed to the fields. 

There, the Guru had made three large bundles 
of grass for his cattle. The grass was taken out of 
a paddy field. So it was wet and muddy. It was to 
be carried to the Guru's home. The Guru's sons 
were with him. He asked his sons to carry the 
grass to home. But his sons did not like carrying 
the bundles of wet and muddy grass. They said to 
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their father, "You have so many Sikhs, any one of 
them can do this job. We are not going to spoil our 
clothes with the muddy water, that will fall on our 
clothes 11 . Then they saw Bhai Lehna coming 
towards them. Pointing towards Bhai Lehna, they 
said, "Perhaps that Sikh would do this job for you". 

Bhai Lehna had heard their words. To serve the 
Guru was a matter of pleasure for him. He; at once 
offered himself for the job. He lifted the bundles, 
placed those on his head and paced his way to the 
Guru's home. Bhai Lehna was wearing silk 
clothes. Muddy water continued dripping from the 
bundles as he walked. It spoiled his clothes; but 
Lehna was happy, he had served his master. Guru 
Nanak tod was pleased with Bhai Lehna. 

In a short time, Bhai Lehna became fully soaked 
in Guru Nanak's values of life. The Guru's teach- 
ings and his way of living influenced him deeply. 
He had become an unflinching devotee of Guru 
Nanak. He had completely dedicated himself to 
the service of Guru Nanak. He was ready to do 
anything at the bidding of his master. The below 
given stories stand proof of this statement. 

(D 

Guru Nanak used to go to the river Ravi to take 
his bath very early in the morning. Some devout 
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Sikhs also went along with him. One winter morn- 
ing, the Guru and some of his Sikhs, as usual, 
went to the river. The sky was cloudy. A cold wind 
was blowing furiously. The cold was severe and 
biting. Guru Nanak took off his clothes and entered 
the water for his bath. In the meantime, it started 
raining heavily. All the Sikhs except Bhai Lehna 
left the site. After his bath, Guru Nanak asked Bhai 
Lehna, "All others have gone to take shelter 
against the rain and hails; but you did not move, 
why"? Bhai Lehna replied, "My lord, I am your 
servant, how can I leave you alone. A true servant 
must remain with his master through thick and 
thin." 

(2) 

One winterseason, it continued pouring for a 
number of days. One night, when it was raining, 
the wall of the Gurudwara fell. Guru Nanak asked 
his sons to build the wall. The sons told him that it 
had been raining and that it was not easy to build 
the wall during rain. They said they would get it 
built by the masons the following day. Guru Nanak 
then asked the Sikhs present there to do the work. 
They humbly told him that the wall would not stand 
in rain and that they would do the work when it 
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stopped raining. Then the Guru turned to Bhai 
Lehna and asked him to build the wall 

Caring Ijttle for the rain, he at once started doing 
the job. He was able to build the wall despite the 
rains. But Guru Nanak said, "It is not straight. Pull 
it down and build it again". "Without saying a word, 
Bhai Lehna pulled down the wall and started build- 
ing it again. He was successful in his second 
attempt. Indeed Guru Nanak was mighty pleased 
with him for his (Lehna's) obedience. 

(3) 

Once Guru Nanak, his sons and some of his 
Sikhs were walking through the lanes of Kartarpur. 
Guru Nanak was holding a cup in his hand. By 
chance it slipped from his hand and fell into a dirty 
ditch. No one was ready to enter the dirty ditch. It 
was full of dirty water and the cup had sunk into it. 
Bhai Lehna came forward. He entered the ditch 
and brought out the cup. He then washed it clean 
and gave it to the Guru. 

(4) 

Once Guru Nanak put on the dress of a wild 
hunter. He fastened a dagger round his waist and 
in the company of hounds left for the forest. He 
feigned insanity. His looks were wild. Seeing him 
in such a wild state, his sons as well as the Sikhs 
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thought that he had lost his wits. They were 
frightened. They deserted him. Bhai Lehna was 
the only Sikh who followed him faithfully. The Guru 
asked him why he had been following him, when 
all others had left him. His reply was, "True Lord, 
they might have some refuge to depend on, but 
you are one and only one refuge for me". 

(5) 

One night, Guru Nanak asked his sons to go to 
the river and wash the clothes. His sons said that 
they were not going to do that menial job and that 
too when there was darkness of night. The Sikhs 
also said that they would like to do the work during 
the day light. 

But for Bhai Lehna there was not to reason why, 
he was always but to obey the command of his 
master. He took the bundle of clothes and washed 
them neatly. 

Once, Guru Nanak and his Sikhs were passing 
through a jungle. They found a carcase lying there. 
The Guru stood near the dead body. He asked his 
Sikhs to eat the carcase. It was a strange com- 
mand and the Sikhs were not going to obey it. Bhai 
Lehna showed his readiness. He folded his hands 
and said, "True Lord, tell me whether to start 
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eating the dead body from the side'of head or that 
of feet". Guru Nanak commanded to start eating 
from the side of the feet. What a surprise! When 
the sheet was removed there was no carcase, but 
only some pudding. 

Guru Nanak had given all those tests. Bhai 
Lehna was the only Sikh who remained steadfast. 
Guru Nanak found him worthy to guide the Sikhs 
after him. 

After a time, Guru Nariak felt that the time had 
arrived when he had to leave the world. In the 
assembly of the Sikhs he remarked that thereafter 
Baba Lehna would guide the Sikhs. He seated him 
on the Guru's throne. He placed five copper coins 
and a coconut before him. He asked Baba Budda 
Ji to put the mark of Guruship on his forehead. He 
then bowed before Baba Lehna. He said, "Hence 
forth, Baba Lehna would be called Guru Angad.. 
You will see my spirit doing the good work through 
the person of Guru Angad. He has become the 
part of myself" He advised Guru Angad to shift to 
Khadur after his death. A few days after that event 
Guru Nanak obeyed the heavenly call and left the 
world. 
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3. The Jealous Tapa 




Guru Angad became the Second Sikh Guru. He 
was a house holder. He had his family at Khadur. 
He had to do honest work for his living. So, he 
shifted to his village Khadur.Thus, Khadur became 
the centre of the Sikhs. The Sikhs from far and 
near started visiting Khadur. They visited their 
Guru and received his advice. Day by day , the 
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number of his followers increased. Guru Angad 
became very popular. People came to him with 
their domestic problems and sought his guidance 
and solution. He provided them the right guidance. 
They came for their spiritual needs and he showed 
them the true path to be followed. 

In Khadur, there lived a Jogi. His name was Shiv 
Nath; The people of the area called him Tapa. He 
was not a religious man, but he pretended to be a 
holy man. In the guise of a religious man he 
befooled the simple minded people. He entangled 
them into superstitions. He made them prisoners 
of their false beliefs. All that suited him. 
People cameto him with their offerings. It made life 
easy for him. Without doing any useful work with 
his hands, he was leading an easy life. He wanted 
to keep himself the Guru of the simple folk. 

As people began to be attracted towards Guru 
Angad and his teachings, the number of his fol- 
lowers began to decrease sharply. It was an alarm 
of danger for him. He thought that it would result 
into his starvation. So^he became very jealous of 
Guru Angad. He was thinking of evil plans to oust 
Guru Angad from Khadur. 

Once it so happened, that there was not a drop 
of rain throughout the year. The crops had 
withered away. There was no grass. The cattle 
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were dying of hunger. The farmers were in great 
distress. They could sustain themselves only if 
there was rain. 

Some of the farmers went to the Tapa. They 
requested him to do something to cause rain. The 
wicked Tapa got an opportunity to harm the Guru. 
He said to the farmers, "God is very angry with 
you. You have made a family man your Guru. How 
can a householder become a Guru? He does not 
practise taps. God does not like a family man to 
lead you in your religious matters. So long as he 
is in the village, the anger of God will be there and 
there will be no rain. If you turn him out of the 
village, I will bring you rain". 

The simple folk as they were, the farmers were 
taken in. They went to the Guru and said, "Either 
bring the rain or leave the village". Guru Angad 
explained that only God could cause rain and 
added that if his leaving the village could bring 
rain, he would gladly do so. 

Guru Angad left the village. Shiv Nath, the Tapa, 
recited mantras. He tried strange means to cause 
rain. Those were all false tricks and thus produced 
no result. Then the farmers were after the Tapa. 
They accused him of his deceit. They repented 
over their treatment to the Guru. 

Meanwhile, Amar Dass, who later became the 
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Third Sikh Guru came to Khadur. When he learnt 
that the Guru had been turned out of the village 
because of the Tapa's mischief, he decided to 
teach Tapa a lesson. 

Amar Dass assured the farmers that they would 
get rain in the field where they made Tapa stand- 
ing. They dragged Tapa from one field to another. 
They did get rain. Each farmer wanted rain in his 
field, so the Tapa was so much dragged by the 
farmers that he was no more. He died because of 
his grappling by the farmers. Thus, the Tapa was 
punished for his ills. However, Guru Angad did not 
approve that punishment to the Tapa. He said. "A 
Sikh should be kind even to those Who do him 
wrong. We are to reform them. We are not to 
punish them". 
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4. Guru Angad and 
Hamayun 

Babar wanted to become the Emperor of India. 
So he had been attacking India. In 1526 AD, he 
defeated the Indian forces under Ibrahim Lodhi at 
Panipat. He. then defeated the Rajputs forces 
under Rana Sangram Singh. After those victories, 
he became the Emperor of India. But he died very 
soon, only four years after the battle of Panipat. 
Hamayun was his eldest son. He gave his throne 
to him. Hamayun, thus, became the Emperor of 
India. 

Sher Shah Suri was a Pathan soldier. He 



wanted to become the Emperor of India. He 
defeated Hamayun in many a -battles. He forced 
Hamayun to run for his safety. Hamayun ran for 
his life. He had some loyal soldiers with him. He 
reached the Punjab. He was very sorry for the loss 
of his throne. He believed that the prayers of 
holy men were heard by God. He wanted that 
some holy man should pray for him, so that he 
might get back his throne. He was, thus, in search 
of a holy man. 

At Lahore, somebody, told him that Guru Nanak 
was requested by his father, Babar to pray for his 
success to become the Emperor of India. Guru 

Nanak had prayed for him. His prayer was heard 
by God and Babar became the Emperor of India. 

Hamayun wanted to see Guru Nanak. He was 
told that Guru Nanak was no more in the world. 
Guru Angad had become his successor and he 
lived at Khadur. He expressed his desire to see 
Guru Angad. So, he and his men reached Khadur. 
Riding on his horse, he reached the place of Guru 
Angad. 

Guru Angad and his diciples were reciting the 
sacrfed hymns. Their minds were fixed on God. 
The recitation of Gurbani was casting soothing 
impression on them. Guru Angad 's eyes were 
closed. He was almost in a trance. He did not 
notice the presence of Hamayun. 
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i-iamayun Keprsining on tne oacK onne norse. 

He did not alight from his horse. He had expected 

that the Guru would come forward to greet him. 

He forgot that he was a fugitive and had come to 

receive the Guru's blessings. He grew angry. He 

thought that the Guru had insulted him. He drew 

out his sword from the sheath. He was thinking of 

striking a blow. It was then that the Guru opened 

his eyes. He saw the Emperor on the back of his 

horse with a drawn sword in his hand. He smiled 
and said, "Emperor, you are going to use this 

sword against the men of God, but you failed to 

use it against Sher Shah Suri. Where was it then? 

Sword should be used against oppression. It 

should protect the innocents". 

Guru Angad's words brought Hamayun back to 

his senses. He realised his mistake. He felt sorry 

for his behaviour. He got down from his horse. He 

begged his pardon, He told him that he had come 

to get his blessings, Heathen requested the Guru 

to pray for him, so that he might get back his lost 

throne. 

Guru Angad said, "Emperor, God will help you. 
You will get back your throne, but you will have to 
suffer for some years. Remember after regaining 
your throne you should try to be a kind and just 
ruler". Hamayun bowed his head and went away 
with his men. 
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5. Guru Amar Dass, The 
Home of the Hombless 

Guru Amar Dass was born on May 5, 1479 AD 
at the village Basarke. His father Tej Bhan was a 
trader. From his childhood Guru Amar Dass had a 
religious bent of mind. He liked the company of 




holymen. He took pleasure in serving the saints. 
He was a devotee of Mata Vaishno Devi. He used 
to go on pilgrimage and visited the religious 
places. Visiting Hardwar anp taking bath in the 
Ganga was an act of merit for him. He was always 
in search of a true religious guide. Though quite 
ripe in his age, he had not y^t found a Guru to 
satiate his religious thirst. 
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Guru Amar Dass was related to Guru Angad 
Dev. Bibi Amro, the daughter of Guru Angad Dev 
was married to a nephew of Guru Amar Dass. It 
was her routine to get up three hours before the 
sunrise. After taking her bath, she used to recite 
Gurbani, Japji and other hymns of Guru Nanak. 
One day, Guru Amar Dass happened to hear the 
divine songs from the roof of his house. The songs 
provided soothipg impression to his mind. He felt 
peace and tranquility in him. 

He went to his nephew's house. He said to Bibi 
Amaro, "Daughter-in-law, your divine songs have 
been very appealing . i want to learn those by 
heart. Please help me". Bibi Amro said that she 
would be glad to serve his aged father-in-law. She 
told that she was the Sikh of Guru Nanak. She 
recited his Gurbani. Her father Guru Angad Dev 
had with him the collection of Guru's Shabads. He 
preached the ideals of the late Guru. He was 
occupying the seat of the Sikh Guru. 

Guru Amar Dass was an old man of above sixty. 
But his search for a true guru had not ended till 
then. He was far older than Guru Angad Dev; but 
he decided to visit him. In the company of Bibi 
Amaro, he left for Khadur Sahib to meet Guru 
Angad Dev. 

They reached Khadur. Guru Amar Dass went 
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straight to see Guru Angad Dev. Seeing his rela- 
tive, Guru Angad Dev rose from his seat. He came 
forward to greet him. After all, Amar Dass was the 
uncle of his son-in-law. Moreover, he was an old 
man, twenty years senior to him in age. But Amar 
Dass fell at his feet. He said, "I have not come here 
to see my relative. I have come to become your 
disciple. I am at your service. Kindly make me your 
Sikh". Thus, he became the Guru's Sikh. 

Guru Amar Dass totally absorbed himself in the 
service of the Guru. He joined the congregation of 
the Sikhs. He recited the sacred hymns. He 
worked in the free kitchen. He was always busy 
doing one or the other thing either for the Guru or 
for the Langar. He humbly washed the dirty dishes 
of the Sangat. He spent most of his time in the 

devotion to God amd the service of the Guru. In 
due- course, he became the personal attendant of 
Guru Angad Dev. 

He got up very early in the morning, four hours 
before dawn. He went to the river Beas for his 
bath. It was about five kilometers away. After his 
own bath, Guru Amar Dass used to carry a pitcher 
full of water for Guru Angad Dev for his bath. Rain 
or hail storm, cold winter or sultry summer, he 
never failed to bring water for the Guru's bath 
Despite his old age, Guru Amar Dass spent 12 
long years in the service of the Guru with all 
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numuiiy. 

One day, as usual, he was coming back with his 
pitcher from the river Beas., It was a stormy early 
morning. It was pitch dark. The rain water had 
flooded the low lying sites. He was wading through 
the knee deep water holding the vessel of water 
on his head. He lost his way. His foot struck 
against the peg of a loom and he fell into the loom 
hole of a weaver. Still he did not let the vessel fall 
off his head. 

The weaver and his wife heard the sound of the 
fall. They woke up. The weaver said to his wife, 
"Somebody sterns to have fallen in to the loom's 
hole. Who can be out in such a stormy night? What 
can he be doing at this hour"? His wife said, "It 
must be homeless Amroo. In his zest to serve his 
Guru, he neither sleeps himself nor let other to 
sleep. He has left his home and hearth. He has 
been serving his Guru for food and shelter. What 
should I say about the Guru who gets work from 
such a man". She also used foul words for the 
Guru. 

Guru Amar Dass was pained to hear bad words 
for the Guru. He said to the weaver's wife, "You 
have gone mad. That is the reason why you are 
saying bad things for the Guru". Saying so, Guru 
Amar Dass took his way to the Guru's abode. 

The weaver's wife went mad then and there. 
The next-morning, the weaver went to theGuru. 
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He related the incident to the Guru. He begged 
him to pardon the mad woman. He said, "My wife 
is guilty of using foul language for Amar Dass and 
the Guru. Be kind and forgive her for her error". 

Hearing all that , Guru Angad Dev blessed Guru 
Amar Dass with the boon saying, "Henceforth, 
Amar Dass will be the home for the homeless, a 
refuge for the refugees, the strength of the weak 
and the protector of those who need protection. 
The peg, against which he struck his foot and 

slipped, will grow into a green tree because of his 
touch. The weaver's wife will get well. Her insanity 

will vanish". 

Guru Amar Dass had fully grasped the spirit of 
the true religion. The constant company of Guru 
Angad Dev for twelve long years had lighted his 
heart and mind. Guru Angad Dev found in him the 
true spiritual leader of the Sikhs. 

He, himself, bathed Guru Amar Dass. He 
dressed him in new clothes. He seated him on the 
throne. He placed five paisas and a coconut 
before him. He asked Bhai Budda Ji to put the 
mark of Guruship on his forehead. He, then, 
bowed before him. He, then, said to the congrega- 
tion of the Sikhs, "Henceforth Amar Dass will be 
the Guru. May the spirit of Guru Nanak enshrine 
in him! He will be the torch bearer of the Sikhs". 
Guru Angad Dev advised him to shift to Goindwal 
and preach the true religion from that place. 
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6. Dattu And Guru 
Amar Pass 

Guru Angad Dev had advised Guru Amar Dass 

to make Goindwal as his head quarter after his 

death. The site of the village Goindwal belonged 

to one Gqnda Marwaha. He had tried to found a 
village there, but could not succeed. The site was 

haunted by evil spirits. Also robbers and dacoits 

did not let the people settle there. Gonda, then, 

sought Guru Angad Dev's help. It was with the 

blessings of Guru Angad Dev that Guru Amar 

Dass founded the village of Giondwal. The evil 

spirits and the dacoits failed to deter him. Soon 

there grew up a lively village and it was named 

Goindwal. 

After the death of Guru Angad Dev, Guru Amar 
Dass came to Goindwal. Naturally crowds of Sikh 
began to visit Goindwal. They brought offerings for 
the Guru and the Langar. The scene of activities 
shifted from Khadurto Goindwal. 

Guru Angad Dev had two sons and two 
daughters. After his death the elder son Dattu sat 
on the throne. He became the Guru. The Sikhs did 
not recognise him their Guru. They did not seek his 
guidance. They did not contribute towards his 
Langar. Guru Amar Dass was their true Guru. 
They visited him in large numbers. He was their 
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spiritual guide. Dattu could not bear it. He was in 

rage. 



He took some men with him and went to 
Goindwal. He reached the Guru's Court. He found 
Guru Amar Dass seated on the throne. A large 




number of Sikhs were listening to his teacnings. 
The Sikhs were holding him in great reverence. 

Dattu went up to the Guru. He said, "Vacate this 
throne. I am the rightful heir to this throne. You 
were only our servant. You were the water carrier 
of our household. How dared you sit on this 
throne.? It belongs to me". He then gave a strong 
kick to Guru Amar Dass. Guru Amar Dass fell 
down from his seat. He did not get angry. He was 
as cool and calm as before. He rose up. He began 
to press Dattu's foot. He said, "Pardon me, I am 
an old man. My bones are hard and stiff. Your 
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tender foot might have been hurt by them". Dattu 
took the Guru's seat. He told the gathering that he 
was their guru. He then asked Guru Amar Dass to 
leave Goindwal. He occupied the throne, but the 
Sikhs did not come near him. He tried all his tricks 
but failed. 

Finding no response from the Sikhs, he and his 
men ransacked the Guru's house, They loaded 
the booty on the back of a camel. They then turned 
their faces towards Khadur and left Goindwal. 

Guru Amar Dass quietly slipped out of 
Goindwal. He went to Basarke, his native village. 
He shut himself in a room outside the village. He 
wrote on the outer door, "Who so ever opens the 
door will cease to be my Sikh and I shall not be his 
Guru". 

The Sikhs did not find their Guru. They were 
restless. They searched for him in Goindwal and 
the adjoining villages. There was no trace of the 
Guru. Their efforts bore no fruit. At last Bhai Budda 
ji suggested to them to let loose the Guru's mare 
and follow it. The mare was then' let loose. They 
followed it. It reached the village of Basarke. It 
stopped before the closed door of a house. The 
Sikhs then, came to know that their Guru was in 
the room. They were glad. They, then, read the 
writings on the door. They were in a fix. If they 
opened the door, they would displease their Guru. 
They would cease to be his Sikhs. Nobody liked 
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losing his status of being his S;kh. Bhai Budda Ji 
thought of hrt ideate pull them out of this Impedi- 
ment. He said] "The Guru wants that no Sikh 
should open the door. We are not going to open 
the door. He has not banned us to see him. We 
shall make a hole in the back wall of the room and 
enter into it and meet our Guru." 

Thus Bhai Budda made a hole into the wall and 
went inside the room. He requested the Guru to 
oblige 'the Sikhs with his sight. He agreed and 
came out. The Sikhs begged the Guru to accom- 
pany them to Goindwal. The Guru agreed. They 
came back to Goindwal. Again, there started all 
the usual activities at Goindwal. 

On the other hand, Dattu and his party were 
attacked by the robbers on their way to Khadur. 
They took away from them everything they had. 
Dattu and his men gave a fight to the robbers. In 
the fight Dattu received a hard blow of stick on his 
foot. His foot swelled up. It gave him much pain. 
He could not get relief from that pain till his end. It 
was with that foot that he had kicked the holy Guru 
Amar Dass. 



34 



— - 7vE^ripero^Akfear " 
and the Langar. 

Under Guru Amar Dass, the Sikh Church made 
rapid progress. Their number had increased. They 
were found all over the province. The peasants, 
the artisans, the traders and others became his 
Sikhs. Even some of the hill chiefs, and Muslim 
rulers of the Punjab were deeply impressed by his 
piety and noble character. Mirza Jafer Beg was the 
Governor of Lahore. He and his son Tahir Beg 
praised Guru Amar Dass in the court of Emperor 
Akbar. 




Akbar had heard of Guru Amar Dass. He also 
knew that his father Hamayun had seen Guru 
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— -- ARgacU^eyjoJ iave hf sjblessings and_that his 
grandfather, Babar, had sought Guru Nanak's 
blessings. He also liked Guru Amar Dass because 
he knew that like him, he was against the rite of 
Sati . He had also heard that rn the Guru's kitchen 
Hindus as well as Muslims, high or low, rich or 
poor, all sat side by side and took the food free of 
cost, 

Akbar was a good king. He respected the 
holymen of all religions. He was a cultured king. 
Very often he used to visit Lahore. 

During one of his visits to Punjab, he decided to 
see the holy Guru Amar Dass. So^ along with his 
nobles and soldiers, he crossed the river Beas and 
reached Goindwal. 



The news of the visit of the Emperor made every 




one cautious. The headmen of the area were 
nervous. But at the Guru's camp everything was 
as usual. The travellers, the poor, the visitors were 
all being fed at the Guru's Langar. Perfect har- 
mony prevailed there. The Emperor expressed his 
desire to see the Guru. Me was told that every 
visitor had to partake food from the common 
kitchen, only then he could see the Guru. Akbar 
was a sensible ana good king. He did not treat it 
as an insult. He knew that for the holy men all were 
equal. No one was high or low before their eyes. 
They treated the king and the beggar alike. 

So, Akbar the great the Emperor of India did 
take his food from the Guru]s kitchen. That simple 
food consisted of dal, roti, rice and a vegetable. 
But Akbar felt it very tasty. His nobles and the 
soldiers also had their meals from the common 
kitchen. They also liked the food. Akbar saw with 
his own eyes that without least distinction of caste, 
creed, sex or religion air were fed in the Guru's 
Langar. He was specially pleased to see that they 
all sat side by side. Even the most lowly could sit 
by the side of the richest. No special dishes were 
prepared for the notables. 

Akbar was very pleased to meet the Great Guru. 
He wanted to help the Guru in his noble cause. He 
said, "O, man of God, I have seen countless 
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people taking food at your Langar. I like this way 
of charity. It is my desire to contribute something. 
Then he offered him Jagirs. 

Guru Amar Dass politely refused to accept any 
Jagir. He said, "Good king, my Sikhs contribute a 
partof their honest earnings for the Langar. Thus 
it is the community kitchen. I wish this practice 
should continue only with the support of the 
Sikhs". 

Akbar was even more pleased. He then granted 
a few villages to Bibi Bhani. 



Akbar told Guru Amar Dass that he sought the 
blessings of holymen like him. The Guru then 
blessed him and he went away highly pleased. 




8. Guru Amar Dass gets Tax 
Relief for the Pilgrims and 
the Peasants- 

Akbar was a just king. The Hindus and the 
Muslims- were equal in his eyes. Both were his 
subjects. But theJHindus had to pay a religious tax 
when they went on pilgrimage. It was not a right 
thing. Guru Amar Dass did not like the practice of 




levying the tax only on the Hindus. He wanted to 
sound the Emperor about the injustice done to 
them. 
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• §6^ lie ^iied W visit H&rdwar. With a large 
caravan of pilgrims ha set out for Hardwar. On the 
way he halted at sev ~al places. At every place 
' people gathered to hear his wise talks. At every 
place he halted, he taught people, how to lead an 
honest and truthful life. By and by the caravan 
reached Hardwar. There he was stopped. He was 
asked to pay the toll tax. It was Rs. 1 .25 per head. 
The Guru had a large crowd of pilgrims with him. 
He refused to pay the tax. He defied the estab- 
lished practice. The matter was reported to the 
higher authorities. As the Guru was looked upon 
as a highly spiritual man by Akbar and the nobles 
the authorities decided in the favour of the Guru. 
Thus, he and all the members of the caravan were 
allowed to proceed on without paying any tax at 
all. After that event Akbar abolished the religious 
tax on the Hindus 

Once Akbar camped at Lahore. He stayed there 
for more than a year. He had a very large army 
with him. As a consequence of his long stay, the 
prices of foodgrains and other eatables rose high. 
There was a shortage of grain and other com- 
modities. The peasantry of the Punjab had suf- 
fered greatly. The Emperor was leaving Lahore for 
Agra. All his army and nobles were to move along 
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with him. The harvest time was at hand. Guru 
Amar Dass thought that with the marching off 
Akbar and his forces, the prices would suddenly 
crash down. It would ruin the peasants. They 
would not be able to pay the land tax, because 
they would have to sell their produce at reduced 

prices. 

Before marching off from Lahore^ Akbar saw 
Guru Amar Dass and asked if he could be of any 
service to the Guru. Guru Amar Dass presented 
the case of the peasantry before him. He pleaded 
that the whole land tax for the year must be 
remitted, otherwise, the peasants would be 
ruined. Akbar agreed to remit the land tax for that 
year. Thus, Guru Amar Dass saved the peasants 
from ruin. The good action of the Guru made him 
more popular among the peasants. 




9. Bibi Bhani 



Selfless service gets high regards in the Sikh 
religion. Guru Angad Dev's devotional service for 
Guru Nanak exalted him to the position of the 
Guru. Guru Amar Dass became the home of the 
homeless by dint of his selfless service. We shall 
now see how the sincere services of Bibi Bhani 
made Guru Amar Dass grant her the boon, she 
asked for. 

Guru Amar Dass had two sons i.e. Baba Mohan 

and Baba Mohri. He had two daughters i.e Bibi 

Dani and Bibi Bhani. Bibi Dani was married to a 

Sikh. His name was Bhai Rama. When Bibi Bhani 
grew to a marriagable age; Mata Ram Kaur, the 

Guru's wife, thought of her marriage. One day, she 

saw Bhai Jetha selling the boiled gram near the 

Guru's house. Bhai Jetha Jee was a poor lad. He 

had lost his parents. His maternal grand mother 

had brought him up. He had come from the village 

Basarke along with the Sikhs to serve the Guru. 

The Guru was then constructing the Bawoli (water 

tank) at Goindwal. Bhai Jetha also put his mite in 

the work of construction. He also worked in the 

Langar. But he lived on his earnings that came by 

means of selling the boiled grams. 

One day, Mata Ram Kaur said to Gurii Amar 
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Dass, "I want such a boy for Bibi Bhani". Pointing 
towards Bhai Jetha who was selling his wares 
near the Guru's house. Guru Amar Dass said, 
"Only he alone and no other one can be like him". 
So, without knowing about his parentage or caste 
etc, he chose Bhai Jetha for his son-in-law. 

Thus, Bibi Bhani was married to Bhai Jetha. 
Bhai Jetha proved to be very dutiful. He was very 
pious and intelligent. He served the Guru with 
utmost devotion. He never lost patience. He had 
cleared all the tests, given by the Guru. He was 
found perfect in every aspect of a true Sikh. 

Guru Amar Dass had grown very old. Bibi Bhani 
looked after his personal comforts. She was al- 
ways ready to serve the old Guru. She nursed him 
with tender care. Her selfless service had en- 
deared her to the Guru. He was very much at- 
tached to her. He also depended on her for his 
small needs like taking bath and change of dress. 

The Guru, took his daily bath while sitting on a 
wooden stool. Bibi Bhani helped him. One day as 
he was sitting on the stool and pouring water on 
the body, a leg of the stool broke down. He was 
unaware of it. Bibi Bhani noticed it. Immediately 
she put her hand under the broken leg. If she had 
not done so, the aged Guru might have fallen 
down. 

Bibi Bhani got her hand bruised because of the 
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weight. Besides this a nail of the broken leg of the 
stool pierced into her delicate hand. It caused a 
wound in the hand. The blood, began to ooze out 
of the wound. 



The Guru saw that the water in the drain had 
turned crimson. He asked Bibi Bhani where from 
the blood was mixing with the water and turning it 
crimson. Then he saw the blood oozing out of Bibi 
Bhani's hand. He asked what the matter was 
"Nothing Sir", said Bibi Bhani, keeping herself as 
calm as before. She then explained the whole 
matter to her father. The Guru became emotional. 
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He was overcome With gratltudeand affection. 

The Guru was very pleased with her daughter. 
He wanted to do something for her in return of her 
service. He asked her, "Is there anything in the 
world, that I can do for you?" 

Finding her father ready to bestow on her any- 
thing she wanted, she said, "Your Holiness, I want 
the Gurgaddi to be made hereditary in my own 
family". 

Guru Amar Dass did not expect such a demand. 
He was surprised at the request. But he had given 
the word to her and there was no going back. He 
gave her the boon. 

Guru Amar Dass had already found in his son- 
in-law Bhai Jetha as his rightful successor. He had 
indicated it by his behaviour towards Bhai Jetha, 
who was a symbol of service and dedication. But 
by that boon Bibi Bhani secured the Guruship for 
her lineage. 

Bibi Bhani had three sons Prithi Chand, Mahan 

Dev and Arjan Dev. One day/ujan, when he was 

an infant, toddled to the seat of Guru Amar Dass. 

He took his seat on the throne. Guru Amar Dass 

smiled and said, "Don't be impatient dear, you will 
get it from your father". It was an indication, that 

the granted boon had received the proper sanc- 
tion. 
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10- Bhai Jetha 
Passes the Test 

Guru Arnar Dass and Mata Ram Kaur had two 
daughters besides two sons. The elder daughter 
Bibi Dani was married to Bhai Ramaji. The 
younger Bibi Bhani was married to Bhai Jetha ji. 




Both Bhai Ramaji and Bhai Jetha ji were zealous 
Sikhs. Both worked in the building of Bawoli at 
Goindwal. They carried mud on their heads. Both 
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did service in the Langar. Both were liked by the 
Sikhs. The Sikhs sometimes,wanted to know who 
was dearer to the Guru. 

The Guru understood the mind of the Sikhs. He 
decided to prove it before the very eyes of the 
Sikhs. He wanted to show them, who was better 
of the two. 

Th§ construction work of the Bawoli was going 
on. The Guru, himself supervised the work. His 
presence was needed at the site of the construc- 
tion. He wanted two platforms to be built there. 
Thus, he called Bhai Ramaji and Bhai Jetha ji to 
his side. He said, "I want two platforms to be built 
at two sites. On the one I shall sit in the morning 
and on the second I shall sit in the evening. Each 
of you will build me a fine platform". 

He then made them understand the plan for the 
platforms. He showed each of the two the site of 
his work. They were told to start the work as soon 
as possible. 

Bhai Rama ji as well as Bhai Jetha ji began to 
build the respective platform. Bhai Rama ji was 
able to build his platform first. He wanted to show 
it to the Guru. He thought that it was built according 
to the Guru's plan. He requested the Guru to see 
the platform. The Guru came and said, "No, it is 
not like the one I want. Pull it down and build the 
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whole of it again 31 . Bhai Rama felt angry at heart. 
He had put his labour, but the Guru did not approve 
it. However, he obeyed the Guru and pulled down 
the platform. He started rebuilding it. 

Bhai Jetha too, had finished his work. His plat- 
form too was not liked by the Guru. The Guru said, 
"No, it is not good. Pull it down and build it again". 
Without a word Jetha ji pulled down the platform 
and started building it again. 

Bhai Rama had built the platform for the second 
time. Again it was not approved by the Guru. He 
said, "No, it is hot according to my scheme of it. 
Make another attempt". 

Bhai Rama felt very uneasy. Still he did not lose 
his patience. He began building it again! 

Bhai Jetha had rebuilt his platform. When the 
Guru saw it he said, "No, you have not followed 
the plan properly. Your platform is defective. Pull 
it down and build it again". Bhai Jetha said, "True 
Sir, it is defective. I shall try to build a better one". 
He started building it again. 

Bhai Rama took every care in his third attempt. 
He was confident that the Guru would bepleased 
with his work. But when the Guru again disap- 
proved his work, he got very angry. In his rage he 
left the work and said, "I have done my best. My 
work is perfect. The Guru has grown very old. He 
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forgets things. This is the reason why he has 
disapproved my work. I cannot make a better 
platform". 

The Guru inspected the platform built by Bhai 
Jetha. He was not satisfied. He said, "No, it is not 
the one that will look fine and worthy to sit on it. 
Demolish it and make another attempt". Bhai 
Jetha was as calm and cool as before. He folded 
his hands and said, "Your Holiness, I have erred, 
forgive me. This time I shall be more careful". 
Saying this, he demolished the construction. He 
began to rebuilt the platform. " 

Guru Amar Dass, then told the Sikhs that they 
had seen Bhai Jetha ji had passed the test. He 
would take the seat. The noble spirit of Guru 
Nanak would pass in him. He would be the Fourth 
Nanak. The lamp of light would continue dispelling 
darkness under him. He then seated Bhai Jetha 
on the throne. He placed five copper coins and a 
coconut before him and bowed to him. He asked 
Baba Budda ji to put the mark of Guruship on his 
forehead. He told that henceforth^ Bhai Jetha ji 
would be called Guru Ram Dass and he would be 
the Fourth Guru. 
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11, Bhai Bhagtu 

In the Malwa region of the Punjab, there lived in 
a village a Jat of Bhuller clan. His name was Adam. 
He was hardworking and leading a comfortable 
life. But he was not happy. He was getting old, but 
he had no child. His wife too was very sad. They 
had no issue to further their lineage. Adam and his 
wife were good people. They served the. saints 
and holy men. But their service had not borne any 
fruit. They were childless. 

One day Adam met a Sikh. He told him that he 
had t>een serving the sadhus and the saints, but 
God had not blessed him with a child. The fear that 
he would die childless always made him uneasy. 
The Sikh advised Adam to go to Chak Ram Dass 
and get the blessings of Guru Ram Dass. There 
he would get his wish fulfilled. 

Adam took his wife with him. They reached 
Chak Ram Dass. He began to live there. He 
attended the prayers. He served in the Guru's 
kitchen. He decided to supply firewood for the 
Langar. In the morning, he would go to the nearby 
forest. There he would collect two bundles of 
firewood. He gave one bundle for Guru's kitchen, 
the other he kept for himself. Thus days passed 
on. Adam attended the Guru's court regularly. He 
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was there every morning and evening. He listened 
to the Shabads sung by the Sikhs. He, himself, 
learnt Gurbani. He recited Japji regularly in the 
morning. 

Adam was busy. He worked in the forest, served 
in the Langar and prayed in the Guru's Darbar. Six 
months passed that way. He had not yet disclosed 
his mind to anyone. 

Once the Guru went away to a certain place. 
During his absence a large number of Sikhs had 
come for his Darshan. They stayed there waiting 
for him. When the Guru came back, a large num- 
ber of Sikhs also came with him. So there was the 
crowd of Sikhs. They put up their camps here and 
there. The winter season was in full swing. The 
nights were very cold. The Sikhs felt that they had 
not sufficient firewood for them. There was scar- 
city of firewood in the Guru's kitchen too. The 
Sikhs were in dire need of the firewood. 

Adam came to know of that particular difficulty 
of the Sikhs. He had a good stock of firewood at 
his house. There was a chance for him to do a 
good service. He, at once, supplied the firewood 
to the Langar. He also supplied firewood to every 
camp of the Sikhs. Thus, he was able to give 
warmth of fire in every camp of the Sikhs. 

Guru Ram Dass came to see his Sikhs resting 
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in their camps. He found them comfortable, be- 
cause the warmth of fire was keeping them safe 
from the biting cold. The Guru was pleased. He 
wanted to know, who had managed to keep the 
fire burning in every camp. The Sikhs told him that 
a Sikh, Adam had been providing firewood to the 
langar for the last six months. That day, besides 
supplying firewood for the kitchen he had given 
firewood to all the camps. The Guru was much 
pleased. He wanted to see Adam. He sent for him. 

Adam came to the Guru. He knelt before him. 
The Guru raised him up. He said, "Adam, I am 
much pleased with you. You have served us with 
devotion. Ask for any boon. I shall pray to God. He 
will grant you what ever you wish!' 

Adam did not askfor any thing. He said, "O Lord! 
Your good sight is all that I wish". After it Adam 
went home. He told his wife the whole story. She 
said that he should have asked the Guru to grant 
them the boon to have a son. Adam said that he 
was shy to ask the Guru for a child of his own. His 
wife suggested that they should go to the Guru for 
his blessings the next day. 

Next day, both the husband and the wife 
reached the Guru's court. The Guru read their 
minds. He asked Adam to reveal his mind to him. 
Adam thought that it looked shameful to ask the 
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Guru to bless him with child at such an old age. 
So, he did not say anything. However, his wife 
folded her hands and requested the Guru to bless 
them with a child. 

The Guru said, "God is kind and merciful. He 
listens to the prayers of His servants I shall pray 
for you. God will bless you with a son. He will be 
a great Bhagat. Name him Bhagtu. He will make 
you happy". 

Adam and his wife were very happy to get the 
boon. They had full faith in the Guru. They were 
convinced that God would fulfil their wish. The 
Guru told them that their service would bear fruit. 
He advised them to go back to their village varid 
live there. 

They came back to their village. In due course, 
a son was born to them. They were very happy. 
They named him Bhagtu. He was very religious. 
He meditated on the name of God. Bhagtu grew 
. up. He became the Sikh of Guru Arjan. After some 
time Adam passed away. Bhagtu served Guru 
Arjan during the construction of Harmandar Sahib. 
He was a devout Sikh. He was blessed by Guru 
Arjan Dev. He possessed divine powers. He was 
a Bhagat in the true sense of the word. 

Once he visited Guru Arjan with his mother. 
They stayed at Amritsar for some days. Bhai 
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Bhagtu took part in all the activities carried on by 
the Guru. He recited the Gurbani in the company 
of othfer Sikhs. The Guru was highly pleased with 
him. He then took leave of the Guru for his village. 

It was summer. The weather was very hot. He 
and his old mother^were proceeding towards their 
village. They were walking on foot. His mother felt 
very thirsty. She wasunable to walk. She said that 
she would die of thirst. Bhai Bhagtu made her sit 
at a place He told her that he would get water for 
her from a certain village. He also told her that if 
she found the thirst unbearable, she could get 
water by removing certain mound of clay from the 
earth. After drinking the water>she should put the 
clay mound back to hide the place. 

Bhai Bhagtu went away to get water for her 
mother. Her mother felt more thirsty. She removed 
the clay mound. Sweet and cool water began to 
spring out. She drank to her fill. She even washed 
herself. There appeared a tank of water. A 
shepherd came there. He was surprised to find 
water there. He was happy. He shared his joy with 
other shepherds. Meanwhile Bhai Bhagtu came 
back. He saw the water. He told his mother that 
she should have placed the mound after taking the 
vfoter. Her mother said that she forgot placing the 
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mound of clay on the spring and that in no time 
there appeared a tank on that dry land. Thus, we 
see Bhaktu was blessed with divine powers; but 
he was also a devout Sikh of Guru Arjan. 



A village named Chack Bhagtu exists in the 
Malwa region of the Punjab. It reminds us of the 
service. of Adam and the devotion of Bhai Bhagtu. 



55 



12. Sweet Humility, the 
Supreme Virtue 

Humility is a great virtue. It is the essence of all 
good qualities. Guru Nanak taught hisSikhs to be 
humble. Pride ends in a fall. Despite all powers, a 
Sikh should be humble and courteous. It was a 
lesson for the Sikhs of Guru Nanak Dev. 

Guru Nanak Dev had two sons. Their names 
were Baba Sri Chand and Baba Lakhmi Chand. 
Guru Nanak Dev did not found either of them 
worthy to succeed him as the Guru. Baba Sri 
Chand did not marry. He renounced the world. He 
was a great saint. He practised deep meditation. 
•He founded his own sect. It was called the Udasi 
sect He had a large following. His followers were 
called Udasi Sikhs. They had no fixed homes. 
They had no property. They did not marry and 
remained single. They are found not only in the 
Punjab but in other parts of the country also. 

Baba Sri Chand was displeased because Guru 

Nanak had not made him his successor. He be- 
came an ascetic. His teachings were similar to 

those of Guru. Nanak, except that he advocated 

renunciation and detachment. He was highly 

respected by his followers and common folk. But 

his ways were different from those of the Sikhs. 
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He did not try to see Guru Angad and he bore a 
grudge against him. He made no effort to make 
peace with him. During the time of Guru Amar 
Dass, it was felt that the infant Church of Sikhism 
would lose its identity if the influence of the Udasis 
was not checked. Guru Amar Dass prevailed 
upon the followers to stick to the path shown by 
Guru Nanak that a family life was superior. Thus, 
he saved the Sikhs from the influence of Udasism. 
Baba Sri Chand did not show any inclination to 
meet Guru Amar Dass. 

Baba Sri Chand had grown old. His mind was 
not as hard towards the Sikh Church as it used to 
be. He decided to visit Guru Ram Dass who 
adorned the Gurugaddi. Guru Ram Dass heard 
that Baba Sri Chand was coming to see him at 
Goindwal. He knew that Baba Sri Chand was a 
saint. He was very senior to him in age. He was 
about 100 years old. He was the son of Guru 
Nanak Dev. So, he deserved every respect. 
Moreover, everyone was most welcomed to his 
court. But he showed special respect to Baba Sri 
Chand. 

He went out with his Sikhs to receive and wel- 
come the holyman. He presented the Baba a 
beautiful horse and rupees five hundred in cash 
as a token of respect. Baba Sri Chand accepted 
the offerings with pleasure. The GuruJheQtookfhe^ 



Baba to the Guru's court. Respectfully he offered 
him a seat. The two began to talk. The Baba found 
that Guru Ram Dass looked exactly like his father, 
Guru Nanak Dev. He saw the same spirit in him. 
He found that Guru Ram Dass was the true Guru 
perfect in etyery respect 




long hair. He shaved off his head and chin. But the 
Guru had a long flowing beard. He had hair on his 
head. All Sikh Gurus and most of their Sikhs kept 
feog hair and flowing beards. Later, under Guru 
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Gobind Singh uncut hair became essential for the 
baptised Sikhs. 

Seeing the long flowing beard of Guru Ram 
Dass, Baba Sri Chand asked, "Why have you 
grown such a long beard"? "To wipe the feet of 
saints like your Holiness"? replied Guru Ram 
Dass with all humility. 

He actually began to clean Baba's feet with his 
long beard. 

Baba Sri Chand was greatly impressed to hear 
such a reply. He was deeply moved when the Guru 
started cleaning his feet with his long beard. He at 
once drew back his feet. 

He said, "It is this humility that won you the 
throne of Guru Nanak. Truly you deserve this 
throne. I do not have all these good qualities. My 
father was right, when he ignored me. I have 
realised now that this sublime office of Guruship 
is beyond my ability. I bow to you, Guru Ram 
Dass". 

Baba Sri Chand had softened his heart. He 
admired Guru Ram Dass. Later on when the Khal- 
sa was waging wars against the Mughals, the 
Udasi Sikhs gave the Sikhs the much needed 
help. 
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13- Jealous Prithi Chand 

Guru Ram Das had three sons. They were Prithi 
Chand, Mahan Dev and Arjan Dev. Prithi Chand 
was the eldest. He managed the Langar. He con- 
tacted the Masands. He kept the accounts. He 
was a worldly man. Mahan Dev was not interested 
in worldly affairs. He was ever busy in meditation. 
Arjan Dev was the youngest son. He was the 
beloved grandson of Guru Amar Dass. He had 
studied Gurbani under the fostering care of his 
maternal grandfather. He was ever ready to obey 
his father. . 

Guru Ram Dass had his relatives living in 
Lahore. Sri Sanehari Mai was one such relative. 
He was the Guru's cousin. He came to Chak Ram 
Dass. He invited Guru Ram Dass to join the mar- 
riage of his son. Guru Ram Dass begged his 
pardon, saying he was too much occupied in 
various projects which were being carried on 
there. Howerver, he would send one of his sons to 
take part in the marriage. 

Then, the Guru sent for Sri Prithi Chand. He 
asked him to accompany his uncle and attend the 
marriage of his brother at Lahore. Prithi Chand 
said," I am busy here. I have to do all the odd jobs 
here. I cannot spare time to attend the marriage 
Excuse me". 
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Then came Mahan Dev. He said. "I have nothing 
to do with marriage. You know I have least interest 
in such things. Leave me to absorb myself in 
meditation." He also did not obey his father. 

Lastly Guru Ram Dass called Guru Arjan. He 
said to him." My dear son, go with your uncle to 
Lahore and attend the marriage of your brother." 
Guru Arjan did not put forward any excuse. He said 
that it would be a thing of pleasure for him to obey 
his father and share the joys of his relatives. He at 
once, got himself ready for the purpose. 

Before his departure, Guru Ram Dass enjoined 
upon him to stay at Lahore till he was called back. 
He advised him to attend the Sangat there and 
preach the true doctrines of religion. Guru Arjan 
Dev promised to act according to his advice. 

He came to Lahore. He tood part in the mar- 
riage. He shared the joys of his relatives. He took 
part in the congregation of the Sikhs, both at the 
morning and the evening prayers. He endeared 
himself to the Sangat. 

His recitation of Gurbani and his sermons won 
him all praise. His Cool and serene temperament 
deeply affected the people. 

But Sri Arjan Dev had never been separated 
form his loving father till then. He was missing the 
sacred Darbar of Guru Ram Dass. He began to 
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feel the pangs of separation. He began to think, 
"The true Guru has forgotten me. I must have 
done some displeasing act. That may be the 
reason of his not calling me back." 

He then thought of writing a letter to his father. 
He wrote one, called a messenger, handed over 
the letter to him, and told him to deliver it to his 
father. 

The messenger left for the Guru's Chak. He 
reached the Guru's court. Prithia found that a 
stranger Sikh wanted to see the Guru. He kept 
strict vigil and did not allowany body to see the 
Guru without his consent. He came to the mes- 
senger and enquired of the reason for his visit. The 
messenger said that he had come from Lahore 
and wanted to deliver the letter of Arjan Dev to the 
Guru. Prithia got the letter from him. He told him 
that he should tell Sri Arjan that there was alright 
and he should keep staying at Lahore. 

Prithi Chand then read the letter. He found that 
Guru Arjan had composed Gurbani. He thought 
that if that letter reached his father he would be 
impressed by his writings. It would lower him in the 
Guru's eyes. So he kept the letter with him. 

The messenger reached Lahore. He related the 
whole incident to Guru Arjan. Guru Arjan waited 
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for a few more days, but he did not receive any 
call from his father. He wrote another letter and 
sent it through the messenger. Again, Prithi Chand 
intercepted the messenger He got the letter. He 
askedthe messenger to go back to Lahore. When 
the messenger asked that Sri Arjan had wanted 
the reply to the letter, Prithia told him that it would 
be sent. 

The man again came back without seeing the 
Guru and getting any message for Sri Arjan. Sri 
Arjan Dev, then understood the intentions of Prithi 
Chand. Prithi Chand was after the Guruship.He 
was adopting all means, fair or foul, to get the 
Guruship. Mahan Dev was not his rival. He was 
not intersted in it. He wanted to keep Sri Arjan 
away from his way. He knew that Sri Arjan was 
capable of writing Gurbani. He had a boon got 
from Guru Amar Dass, who had already predicted 
that Sri Arjan Dev would write Gurbani in volumes. 
Thus, he concealed the second letter too. He was 
jealous of Sri Arjan Dev. 

Sri Arjan Dev wrote the third letter to his father. 
He put the figure 3 on the letter indicating that he 
had already sent him two letters. He then gave the 
letter to the messenger. He instructed him to 
deliver that letter to his father only. He should get 
into Guru 's court and place the letter near him. 
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The messenger promised to do as instructed. 

He set out for Amritsar. On reaching the Guru's 
court, he found the Sikh congregation listening to 
the divine music. The Guru was also on his seat. 
The messenger went inside. He reached the Guru 
and placed the letter near him. The Guru picked 
up the letter. He then read it and kissed it. He had 
remained so absorbed in his divine pursuits that 
he forgot to call back Sri Arjan. He felt that Sri Arjan 
had been missing him badly. 

He asked Baba Budda ji to go to Lahore and 
bring back Sri Arjan. He had obeyed the order to 
stay there till called back. Bhai Budda ji got the 
Guru's permission and set out for Lahore. He 
halted for a night at a place and reached Lahore 
the next day. Sri Arjan was much pleased to see 
Baba Budda ji. 

Baba Budda ji met Sri Sanehari ji. He also met 
the Sikh Sangat. All were happy. It was decided 
that Sri Arjan Dev and Baba Budda ji would leave 
for Amritsar the next day. 

The Sikh Sangat of Lahore gathered to see off 
Sri Arjan Dev and Baba Budda ji. They were sad, 
as Sri Arjan Dev was leaving them. They wanted 
him to continue guiding them on the spiritual path 
with his presence. They made their offerings. A 
bullock cart was arranged. The offerings were 
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loaded on it. Both Sri Arjan Dev and Baba Budda 
ji sat in it. They bade good bye to the Sangat and 
set out on their way to Amritsar. 

The next day, they reached Amritsar. Guru Ram 
Dass was sitting on his seat with the Sikh Sangat 
listening to the sermons. Sri Arjan Dev and Baba 
Budda ji bowed their heads to the Guru. With slow 
steps they reached near the Guru. Sri Arjan Dev 
placed his head on the Guru's feet. He made the 
Guru's feet wet with his tears. The Guru was also 
full of affection for his son. He lifted his head and 
placed it on his bosom . Lovingly he made him sit 
near him and consoled him. 

He then said, "My dear son, I have received only 
one letter from you. But the figure of 3 written by 
you indicates that you have sent two letters earlier 
also. Tell me, if this is the third letter". Sri Arjan Dev 
replied that he had sent two letters previously. He 
could not tell where those previous letters had 
gone. It did not take much time to the Guru to fix 
his suspicion on Prithi Chand. 

All *the important Sikhs were present in the 
Sangat. The Guru sent a man to bring Prithi Chand 
to his presence. He found Prithi Chand on a well. 
He had gone there for his bath. Some men were 
massaging his body. After it some began to pour 
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water on his body, while some others were apply- 
ing soap to his body. The messenger told Prithi 
Chand that the Guru wanted to see him at once. 
Prithi Chand madetiim return saying that he would 
be reaching the Guru's court. 

On reaching the Guru's court, Prithi Chand 
found Sri Arjan Dev sitting beside him. He burnt 
within himself. Angrily he bowed before the Guru. 
Sri Arjan Dev paid his respect to his elder brother. 
When Pritihi Chand had taken his seat, the Guru 
asked him, "Where are the two letters, sent by Sri 
Arjan to me"? Prithi Chand replied, "Ask Arjan, 
when has he written those letters? Who knows 
where are they? What use are they to me? I know 
nothing about the letters"? 

Guru Ram Dass again asked him, "Remember, 
where have you kept those letters? Search for 
those and bring those to me .You do not forget to 
perform multifarious jobs. How have you forgotten 
those lettes? Don't be clever. Bring those to me". 
But Prithi Chand did not yield. He put the blame 
on the messenger, saying that he might have 
misplaced those letters somewhere on the way. 
He added that what use those letters were to him 
and that he had not concealed them 
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Guru Ram Dass, then, sent a man to Prithi 
Chand's home. He was instructed to bring Prithi 
Chand's clothes from his house. The man asked 
Karmo, the wife of Prithi Chand, to give him Prithi 
Chand's clothes saying that her husband wanted 
to put them on after his bath. 




Soon the Sikh was back with Prithi Chand's 
clothes. He placed them before the Guru. The 
Guru asked Prithi Chand, "Recognise, is not this 
your dress? Prithi Chand replied, "Yes, it is my 
dress". Then the Guru asked him to put his hand 
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into tee pocket anddraw out the letters . Reluctant- 
ly he put his hand into the pocket and brought out 
some papers. There were the two letters written 
by Sri Arjan among the papers. Prithi Chand felt 
small. Still he said, "Who has put these letters into 
my pocket"? 

The whole congregation was surprised. The 
Sikhs had seen how mean Prithi Chand was. The 
Guru said, "He does not feel shy of his misconduct. 
He is a unworthy son who has taken birth in the 
Guru's family". 



Prithia got angry. He used harsh words for the 
Guru. He came out of the Sangat and left for his 




14. Sri Arjan Dev 
became the Guru 

Guru Nanak found Guru Angad as his succes- 
sor ignoring his sons, Sri Chand and Lakhmi Dass. 
Guru Angad found Guru Amar Dass, a Sikh better 
than his sons Sri Dattu and Sri Dasu. Guru Amar 
Dass preferred Guru Ram Dass, his son-in-law to 
his sons Mohan and Mohri. But Bibi Bhani had got 
the boon from Guru Amar Dass making the 
Guruship hereditary in her lineage. So, for Guru 
Ram Dass the choice for Gurship was among 
three of his sons. 

The eldest Prithi Chand was a mean fellow. He 
was greedy. He wanted to become Guru by hook 
or by crook. He was always thinking of plans how 
to occupy the Gurgaddi. He had not delivered 
Guru Arjan Dev's letters to the Guru, fearing that 
they would enhance Arjan's merit in the eyes of 
Guru Ram Dass. Being eldest he thought that the 
Gurgaddi was his right. He forgot that only the 
most worthy could occupy that seat. 

The second son Mahan Dev was not interested 

in wordly affairs. He was too simple to become a 

Guru and lead the Sikhs. He was contented with 
his trance and deep meditation. He was least 

suitable for the Guruship. 
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The youngest son Guru Arjan Dev was perfect 
in every respect. He had studied Gurbani under- 
the guidance of Guru Amar Dass. He had learnt 
Sanskrit and Persian. He was highly educated. 
Finding him worthy, Guru Amar Dass had 
predicted that he would compose Gurbani in 
volumes/Guru Arjan was the picture of humility. 
He was calm and serene. He was always ready to 
do one or the other service. He was deeply at- 
tached to Guru Ram Dass. 

Guru Ram Dass had given various tests to his 
sons. Only Guru Arjan Dev proved to be worthy. 
He had cleared all the tests. The Sikh Sangat 
knew the qualities of Guru Arjan Dev. They also 
knew that Prithi Chand was base. All the important 
Sikhs liked to see Guru Arjan Dev as their next 
Guru. 

Guru Ram Dass found that the time of his eter- 
nal departure had come. He called the Sangat. He 
also called his sons. He then made Guru Arjan Dev 
to sit on the throne. He placed five copper coins 
and a coconut before him. He bowed before him. 
He then asked Baba Budda ji to put the mark of 
Guruship on the forehead of Sri Arjan Dev. After it 
he declared that henceforth Sri Arjan would be the 
Guru. 
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Pritih Chand was furious. He was expecting that 
the Guruship would fall into his lap. He had forgot- 
ten that the Gurugaddi was not the property to be 
inherited. Guru Ram Dass called him the unworthy 
son born of worthy parents. How could he then 
even think of Guruship? He became rude. He 
misbehaved with the Guru saying, "You have done 
me a great wrong. You have deprived me of my 
right . You have done injustice to me. I shall fight 
against it. I will drive away Sri Arjan. I will not 
accept your unjust decision. I tell you, I will be- 
come the Guru". 

The Sikhs present in the court were stunned to 
hear Prithi Chand. He had fully exhibited the base 
traits of his personality before the Sikhs. 
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The following morning, Guru Ram Dass took 
Guru Arjan with him and set out for Goindwah A 
large number of Sikhs had gathered there to have 
the sight of the Guru. The Guru bade them 
farewell. He departed for the home of God. 

Guru Arjan Dev stayed at Goindwal for some 
days. He then came back to Amritsar. He bagan 
to perform his duties as the Fifth Guru of the Sikhs. 

Prithi Chand had also declared himself as the 
Guru. He had many men to help him in his evil 
designs. They worked for him. Many simple 
minded Sikhs were taken in. They were made to 
believe that Prithi Chand was the real Guru . 
Prithia's men intercepted the Sikhs coming to 
Amritsar on the way. They received the offerings 
and sent them to Prithia. 

Guru Arjan was busy in his spiritual pursuits. He 
did nothing against Prithi Chand. Feeling God 
always to be by his side, he managed to run the 
free kitchen with whatever he had. As there was 
no flow of new income, it had its effect on the free 
kitchen. The food there was not as good as it used 
to be during Guru Ram Dass's days. 

Prithi Chand was very clever. He collected all 
the offerings. He then sent a part of them for the 
free kitchen. Thus, the free kitchen though 
remained open yet the quality of the food served 
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there had become inferior. Guru Arjan and his wife 
had to .take very poor food. 

Guru Arjan Dev had full faith in God. He knew 
that in due course, the truth would be revealed. 
The evil deeds of Prithia would be exposed. And 
the same happened. 

Bhai Gurdas was a learned Sikh. He was Bibi 
Bhani's cousin. He came from Agra. He was 
pained to see the state of affairs. He resolved to 
end the deceitful designs of Prithia. He was very 
sad to see that the Langar was not the same as it 
used to be. 

He called Baba Budda Ji and other devout 
Sikhs. They decided to straighten the matters. 
They decided to put an end to the clever tricks of 
Prithia. They sent the Sikhs to important centres 
to educate the Sikhs about the falsehood of 
Prithia. They were asked to educate the people 
that Guru Arjan Dev was the real Guru. In order to 
meet the visiting Sikhs out side Amritsar, some 
Sikhs took their pisitions at the entry points to the 
city. 

Baba Budda ji took his position at Pipli Sahib. 
He and other Sikhs received the offerings from the 
visiting Sikhs. Thus, the flow of income became 
regular. The Langar became well provided for. 
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Soon the truth became known far and wide. The 
Sikhs then came to know that Prithia was not 
worthy of their regards. They desisted sending him 
their offerings. They accepted Guru Arjan as their 
real Guru. Truth triumphed and the falsehood of 
Prithia met with a defeat. Although Prithia did not 
stop his evil designs to harm the true Guru yet the 
Sikhs ceased paying any regards to him. He could 
not succeed in his efforts to become the Guru. 




15- Rajani 

Patti is a town in Amritsar District. There ruled a 
man named Duni Chand. He had five daughters. 
All of them were very beautiful and charming. The 
youngest Rajani was the sweetest of all. Their 
father provided them with every comfort of life. 
They were obliged to him. Rajani had heard a Sikh 
singing Guru Nanak's Gurbani, Jap Ji, "God 
provides every creature his food. He sustains our 
lives. He is the benefactor. He supports us. We 
should never forget him". She was convinced 
"God is our protector. He provides us with every- 
thing that we need". 

One day, all the five sisters were talking about 
their father. They said, "He gives us food and 
provides us with shelter". Rajani said that God 
sent food to them through the agency of their 
father. This statement of Rajani enraged her 
sisters. They complained against her to their 
father. They said to their father, "Rajani says, you 
do not give food and clothes to her. It is God Who 
gives her food and other things". Duni Chand 
was a proud man. He was offended. He said, "I 

will show Rajani, that not God but her father alone 
gives her food and shelter". In order to punish her 
he married Rajani to a leper. 
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Rajani bowed to the will of God. She accepted 
the leper as her husband. A leprosy patient, as her 
husband was, he could do nothing. He could not 
earn. He was to depend on Rajani's labour. But 
she did not lose heart. She had full faith in God. 
She accepted it as her moral duty to feed her 
husband. She was sure that God would support 
them. 

She put her leper husband into a small wheeled 
wooden cart. It was dragged by means of strings 
fastened to it. She dragged the cart with her hus- 
band from place to place and from one habitation 
to another. She started begging for herself and for 
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her husband. 

Many months passed that way. Seasons 
changed as usual. She kept onbegging for herself 
and her husband. On one summer day, she was 
out for begging. She reached Chak Ram Dass. 
She was tired. She rested for a while near a tank 
close to the present Dukhbhanjni Beri Amrit 
Sarovar. This is the place where, later on, Amrit 
Sarovar was built. Guru Nanak had also visited 
this place. Guru Angad had accompanied Guru 
Nanak, when the latter again visited that place. 
Guru Amar Dass had also visited it, as its being 
the favourite site of Guru Nanak. Guru Ram Dass 
had begun digging the tank of nectar at this place. 

After resting for a while, Rajani told her husband 
that he should keep sitting at his seat. She wanted 
to go to the village Tung for alms. She said that 
she would be back very soon. She was much tired, 
s^shedid not drag the cart with her but left it there. 

Rajani took the way for the village, Tung. Her 
husband was sitting in the small cart. His eyes 
were towards the tank. He saw that a crow came 
there fluttering its wings. It dived into the tank of 
water. When it came out, the colour of its wings 
had changed. It did not look a black crow. It had 
become a swan. The leper was excited at the 
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transformation/He thought that the water of the 
tank might be containing miraculous powers. So 
he slipped out of the cart, crawled to the tank and 
dipped his limbs into the water. He was pleasingly 
surprised to find that he was cured of his disease. 
He was no more a leper .but a healthy handsome 
man. 

Rajani came back. She found a handsome heal- 
thy man stranding near the empty cart. She 
thought that he must have drowned her leper 
husband in the tank. He must be having evil ideas 
for her. He must have been attracted to her for her 
beauty. As those thoughts entered her mind, she 
cried at him and said, "You are a killer. You have 
killed my husband. You are a wicked man". 

Her husband said, "Rajani, I am your husband. 
I am the same leper you left here, when you made 
your way towards village Tung. I speak the truth. 
Please believe me". He, then/elated the story of 
crow changing its colour after its bath in the tank. 

All his explanation and entreaties failed to con- 
vince Rajani that the handsome healthy man was 
none else but her own husband. 

She began to cry: She started wailing. Her cries 
and wailings made the passers by stop. Soon a 
crowd assembled there. Rajani was not ready to 
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accept the young handsome man as her husband. 
It was decided that the case be taken to Guru 
Arjan's court. 

Both Rajani and the young man followed the 
crowd. They reached the court of the Guru. The 
people told the Sikh attendants that they wanted 
to settle the dispute in the Guru's Court. One of 
attendants informed the Guru. The Guru allowed 
them to present the case. 

Rajani and her husband along with some people 
reached the Guru. Rajani related the whole inci- 
dent regarding how she had left her leper husband 
near the pool, and how she found that young man 
in place of her husband, yer husband also related 
how the black crow was transformed into a white 
swan by dipping its wings into the water of the 
pool. He also related that how in his excitement, 
he dipped his diseased limbs into the pool and how 
the miracle happened that brought change in him. 

After hearing both Rajani and her husband, 
Guru Arjan said, "The water of the tank possesses 
the virtue of curing leprosy. It is nectar". He turned 
to Rajani and said, "My dear child, this youngman 
is no else but the one you left on the bank of the 
tank. You have been serving your husband with 
devotion. Your firm faith in God has not shaken. 
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Faith can move mountains. Your faith in God has 
helped you. The time to end your hardships has 
arrived. Accept him as your husband. God will 
bJess both of you". 

Thus ended the ordeals of Rajani and she 
began to lead an honourable life. Her father 
repented over his treatment with her. He took both 
Rajani and her husband to his home. He realised 
that only God supports all of us. . , 3 -g , p , 




16. Mata Ganga Gets 
The Boon 

Guru Arjan Dev was above thirty. Fifteen years 
had passed since his marriage, but he had no 
issue. He treated Meharban, the son of Prithia as 
his son. He loved him. But Prithia had not recon- 
ciled with his fate. He was still thinking that he had 
been deprived of his right to Guruship. However, 
it provided him consolation that Guru Arjan had no 
son. He expected that after Guru Arjan, the 
Gurugaddi would surely pass to his son Mehar- 
ban. 

One day Karmo, Prithia's wifejrked Mata Ganga 
saying, "Your husband has usurped our right of 
Guruship. But it will not remain with you. You 
cannot bear a child. So in the long run, my son 
Meharban will occupy the seat of the Guru". Those 
remarks of Karmo deeply hurt Mata Ganga. 

Shfe revealed the anguish of her heart to her 
husband. With folded hands she said, "Your Holi- 
ness! You are called the visible God. You possess 
divine powers. You fulfil the wishes of people. I am 
your wife. I entreat you to fulfil my one and only 
wish. Bless me with a son." 

Guru Arjan Dev listened to his. wife. He said, 
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"God hears the prayers of His servants. He is 
merciful. He answers to the calls of His devotees. 
Baba Budda Ji is a devout Sikh. He is a perfect 
Sikh. He has been in the company of the Sikh 
Gurus since the time of Guru Nanak. He is one 
with God both in body and spirit. I suggest you to 
go to him and get his blessings". 

Baba Budda ji had grown very old. He lived in 
the forest. He took care of Guru's cattle. He also 
worked in the fields. He was the most respected 
Sikh. He was a learned and spirited Sikh. He had 
the honour of applying the mark of Guruship up to 
the time of Guru Hargobind, the Sixth Guru. 

Mata Ganga Ji decided to visit Baba Budda ji. 
She got tasty dishes ready. She took a maid 
servant with her. She arranged a coach. Cooked 
food was placed on the coach. Both the ladies, 
Mata Ganga and the maid servant took their seats 
in the coach. The coach driver drove away the 
caoch towards the forest, where Baba Budda ji 
worked. As the coach was being plied on the 
Katcha path, it blew a lot of dust. Baba Budda saw 
clouds of dust rising upwards. He said to his 
companion, "How are these clouds of dust 
formed"? The man answered,TheGuru'swifehas 
arrived in a coach and all the dust has been 
caused by the driving of the carriage on the Katcha 
path". 
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Hearing thus, Baba Budda remarked, "What 
misfortunes have befallen on the Guru's family 
that they are running about in coaches". 



Mata Ganga came close to Baba Budda ji. She 
and the maid servant placed several dishes before 
Baba ji. He did take some meal but was not 
pleased. He then asked why she had taken the 
trouble to see that servant of the Guru. Mata 
Ganga said "I have come to have your blessings. 
I want to see a son playing in my lap". 

Baba Budda ji said, "Who am I to bestow the 
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and cleaner of the Guru s stables. I have no power 
to grant any boon. Had it been so, I would have 
not been a humble servant of the Guru's house". 

Mata Ganga was sad. She failed to get a boon 
from Baba Budda Ji. She was disappointed. She 
came back very sad at heart. She told Guru ji that 
Baba ji was mot pleased. He did not grant her any 
boon. Guru Airpin Dev then asked her how she had 
gone to see the Saba. Mata Ganga ji told him that 
she had got dtsfoes prepared, then with a maid 
at heart and repeating the name of God, she 
paced towards the forest. Baba Budda saw Mata 
Ganga approaching him. He stood up. He greeted 
her. He bowed his head. He accepted the simple 
food with pleasure. He was feeling hungry. He 
relished the Missi Roti, butter and Lassi. He 
crushed the onion with the blow of his fist. He was 
much pleased. He said, Mata Ji, God will bless you 
with a handsome, powerful and warrior son, who 
will crush the heads of enemies, as I have crushed 
this onion" 

Mata Ganga got the boon. She was very happy. 
Happily she told Guru Arjan Dev that Baba ji had 
blessed her with a handsome warrior son. Now 
certainly she would become a proud mother. 
Karmo, would not be able to tease her any more 
God is kind. He heard the prayer of Baba Budda. 
After a year, Mata Ganga gave birth to a son. He 
was named Hargobind. 84 



17. Cursed Death For 
Sujhj Khan 

Prithi Chand was an ignoble soul. He was never 

contented. He had been getting the income from 

lands and buildings. He was misleading the Sikhs 
servant, she, riding a coach had approached the 

holy Baba. 

The Guru said, "It is not the proper way to visit 
the holymen. They despise all show. They them- 
selves are humble at heart and they respect 
humility. When one goes to get a grant one should 
not be vain . On the other hand, one should be 
humble. With all humility we pray to God, and He 
hears our prayers, I advise you to become humble. 
Get up early in the morning. Take your bath and 
fix your mind on God. Then grind wheat and gram 
with your own hands. Mix salt and spices into the 
flour. Knead the flour yourself. Bake the Missi 
bread with your own hands. Also prepare butter 
and thick lassi. Take some good onions. Put on a 
simlpe dress. Carry this food on your head. 
Repeating the name of God, go to Baba Budda 
without shoes on your feet. I hope, he will grant 
you the boon". 

The next day, Mata Ganga did as she had been 
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advised. She ground wheat and gram. She mixed 

salt and spices into the flour. She kneaded the flour. 

She baked the Missi bread. She kept repeating the 

name of God while doing all the job. She put on a 

simple dress. She carried the simple food of Missi 

Roti, butter, lassi and onions on her head, humble 
and taking away the offerings by deceitful means. 

His lust for pelf and power was unsatiated. His 

base and mean activities even forced Guru Arjan 

to shift to the village Guru Ki Wadali for sometime. 

Prithia made a complaint against the Guru 

before the Chaudharies of the area. He said, "I am 

the rightful heir to the Gurugaddi. My father has 

done injustice to me. He has given the Gurugaddi 

to Guru Arjan. Do me justice and get me my rightful 

place". 

The Chaudharies knew that the Gurugaddi was 
always given to meritorious Sikhs. It was not es- 
sentia! to pass it to the sons of the Guru. So, they 
told Prithia that his claim to Gurugaddi was not just 
and they could not help him. 

But Prithia did not give up his efforts. He was full 
of venom against the Guru ever ready to harm the 
holy Guru Arjan. He went to Delhi. He made 
friendship with certain officials of the government. 
They helped him. And he was able to present his 
case before Emperor Akbar. 
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Akbar was a just and wise ruler. He liked the 
teachings of Sikh Gurus. He was deeply im- 
pressed by the piety of Guru Amar Dass. Some 
wise counsellors told him that Guruship was not 
hereditary. It was a sublime holy office and only 
the Holiest could get it. So, the Emperor rejected 
the claim of Prithia. 

Though defeated, Prithia did not stop his 
enemity towards the Guru. He cultivated 
friendship with Sulhi Khan, who was a military 
officer. Dewan Chandu Mai was also against the 
Guru. He assured Sulhi Khan that he would 
protect him in the court if the king disapproved his 
action. So, Sulhi Khan told Prithia that he would 
reach Amritsar. He would eliminate Guru Arjan. He 
would get him the coveted throne. 

The Sikhs of Delhi heard of the plans of Sulhi 
Khan. They became anxious. They sent a mes- 
sage to the Guru. They were apprehensive for the 
Guru's safety. Prithia was confident that his life 
long dream would become a reality with the help 
of Sulhi Khan. 

The fear of Sulhi Khan's evil designs against the 
Guru made the Sikh Sangat sad. Some Sikhs 
suggested to the Guru that they should think the 
ways to save the Guru and his family. They thought 
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that restive Prithia would endanger the Guru's life. 

Guru Arjan was as cool and calm as before. He 
had been carrying on his religious duties as usual. 
No sign of fear or anxiety was seen on his face. 

When pressed by the Sikhs to put some defence 
against Sulhi Khan, he simply uttered, "Sulhi will 

not be able to reach Amritsar". 

Sulhi Khan and his band of cruel soldiers were 
marching towards Amritsar. Prithia had paid Sulhi 
Khan a handsome amount of money. He had 
promised to reward him lavishly. He had promised 
him more money after the successful execution of 
the plan. The greed for money had blinded Sulhi 
Khan. He did not think, what was right and what 
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was wrong. Removing Guru Arjan Dev from 
Prithia's path was his only aim. He wanted to see 
Prithia elevated to the tjirone of Guruship. 

Sulhi Khsm and his men were riding on their 
horses. Sulhi Khan was riding a strong horse. 
They had not yet reached near Amritsar when 
Sulhi's horse got out of control. It rushed and 
rushed. Sulhi Khan tried to control its speed; but 
failed. The horse with its rider ran- to a brick kiln. 
The passage was covered with soft dust and the 
interior was so hot that the bricks were being 
backed inside. In a moment both Sulhi Khan and 
his hforse were reduced to ashes. 

It was a cursed death for Sulhi Khan because 
Muslims think it very unsacred for the dead body 
to be burnt in fire. It was doubly cursed for Sulhi 
Khan because he was burnt alive. 

Sulhi Khan's soldier's were frightened to wit- 
ness the horrible end of their leader. They were 
afraid that a curse similar to it might not fall on 
them. They turned faces towards Delhi Sulhi 
Khan could not reach the Guru. 

The Guru thanked God. He composed a 
Shabad in this respect thanking God that He had 
saved him and that Sulhi could do nothing, instead 
he met with a cursed end. 
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1 8. Martyrdom of Guru 
Arjan Dev 

The Sikh religion had became very popular 
because Guru Arjan organised the Sikh Church 
very wisely. His piety and spiritual excellence won 
him many followers. Not only the Hindus of all 
castes; but even the Muslims were attracted to 
him. They all loved his teachings. They called him 
the True King. 

The Mullhas and Maulvis did not like to see 
Muslims turning towards Sikh religion. They 
- wanted to convert the Hindus into their fold, but 
quite the opposite was taking place. They reported 
the matter to the Emperor. Akbar was not a bigot. 

He did not like to meddle into the religious faith of 
a person. He did not help them. They, then saw 
Jahangit,who was the prince. He was a religious 
bigot. He was not libra! like his father. He did not 
like Muslims and even Hindus to become Sikhs. 
He resolved that he wolud either bring Guru Arjan 
into the Muslim fold or torture him to death.Hewas 
not the king^so he could do no harm to Guru Arjan. 

Dewan Chandu Mai was an officer under Akbar. 
He had a young daughter. He entrusted his Prohit 
with the duty of finding a bridegroom for his 
daughter. Guru Arjan was the most respected 



figure. His son Guru Hargobind was meritorious. 
The Prohit thus, thought that he could not find a 
better match than the Guru's son for the Diwan's 
daughter. He sounded the Guru to accept the hand 
Diwan's daughter for his son Hargobind. The 
Prohit was happy that he had found a very good 
match. 

He came back to the Dewan. He broke the news 
to him. The Dewan did not show any joy. On the 
other hand, he used derogatory words for the Guru 
saying, "My position is better than that of the Guru. 
He lives on the offerings of his Sikhs. I am a 
Dewan". 

The Sikh Sangat of Delhi came to know that 
Chandu had used insulting words for the Guru. 
They, then requested the Guru not to accept the 
relationship with Chandu. The Guru could not go 
against the wishes of the Sangat. So the marriage 
proposal put forth by Chandu was not accepted by 
the Guru. Chandu made successive attempts but 
the Sikh Sangat forced the Guru not to agree to 
the marriage proposal at any cost. 

Chandu became a sworn enemy of the Guru. 
He complained to the Emperor that Guru Arjun had 
written against Islam in the Holy Granth Sahib. But 
the Emperor found nothing wrong in the Holy 
Granth Sahib. So long as Akbar was alive, Chandu 
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failed to cause any harm to the Guru. 

Akbar died in 1605 AD. His son Jahangir took 
his place. He was an intolerant bigot. He was in 
the look out of an opportunity to do harm to Guru 
Arjun Dev. And very soon he he found a pretext to 
wreck his wrath upon the Guru. 

Prince Khusro was the son of Jahangir. He 
rebelled against his father. He ran towards the 
Punjab. The Imperial Army was chasing him. 
Jahangir himseltwas with the army. Prince Khusro 
came to Goindwal to seek the Guru's blessing. 
TheGuru'sDarbarwas open for all, be it a king or a 
pauper. So^Guru Arjan did not turn the prince out. 
He prayed to God for the welfare of all. , 

Jahangir passed through Goindwal. Nobody 
complained to him against the Guru. He reached 
Lahore. Prince Khusro was caught there. By the 
orders of the cruel King his eyes were removed. 
Any one who had helped the prince was severely 
punished. Till then nobody had spoken againstthe 
Guru. 

Jahangir stayed at Lahore for a few days. It was 
then that the forces working against the Guru met. 
They reported to the Emperor that Guru Arjan had 
blessed Prince Khusro. Thus making it a pretext, 
he ordered the Guru to be arrested and tortured 
to death. 
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The Holy Guru was arrested. He was brought to 
Lahore. He was left in the custody of Chandu. He 
tobk him to his home. 

Chandu bore a grudge against the Guru. He was 
his bitter enemy. He began to torture the Guru. It 
was mid summer. The heat was unbearable. On 
the first day, Chandu kept the Guru without food 
and water. He did not allow him to sleep. 

On the second day, -the Guru was made to sit in 
a large vessel filled with hot water. The fire was 
kept burning below the vessel. The water started 
boiling. The Holy Guru sat calmly. He kept meditat- 
ing on the name of God. 
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Or>the third day the Guru was made to sit on a 
red hot iron plate. It was heated from below. Red 
hot sand was poured over his head and body. 

The Holy Guru suffered those acts of torture for 
four days. He kept reciting, Thy will is sweet to 
me, O Lord. Nanak begs the wealth of thy name 
from Thee". 

Those acts of torture had made the Guru too 
weak to stand. His entire body was full of blisters. 
He was then made to walk to the river Ravi. Five 
Sikhs were allowed to support him. Reaching the 
river, the Holy Guru was thrown into the river. He 
could not stand against the force of fast flowing 
water currents. He was washed away. The holy 
soul left the body and mingled with the Creator, 
the Almighty God, the loving Father of all. 

Guru Arjan Dev is regarded the crown martyr. A 
martyr is one who sacrifies his life for a faith or a 
noble cause. Guru Arjan drank the cup of martyr- 
dom for his faith. The bigotry and intolerance of 
Jahangir was the cause of the supreme sacrifice 
of the Guru. Guru Arjan Devji was the first martyr 
of the Sikhs. He showed us how men of God boldly 
face all the acts of torture without shaking their 
faith in God. 
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